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Standard literary histories claim that the novel was invented in the early eighteenth 
century, usually citing Defoe's Robinson Crusoe as its first instance. However, the 
Elizabethan period and the seventeenth century already had a large number of prose 
texts in circulation. Some of these are considered romances, some of them picaresque 
fiction (also called picaresque novels), some are generically peculiar and cannot be 
easily fitted into any of the standard categories.  

 We will discuss a few prominent examples of Elizabethan prose narratives, 
among them John Lily's Euphues, George Gascoignes The Adventures of Master F. 
J., Thomas Nashe, The Unfortunate Traveller, Thomas Deloneys Jack of Newbury (all 
included in Salzman's anthology) as well as Sir Philip Sidney's Old Arcadia. Xeroxes 
will be made available of other texts. We will also read two utopias, More's Utopia and 
Francis Bacon's New Atlantis. Xeroxes will be made available of other texts. 

 
Requirements: active class participation, 5-minute oral report, seminar paper to be 
handed in by March 29, 2021. 
 
 

Texts to buy: 

Salzman, Paul (2008) An Anthology of Elizabethan Prose Fiction [1987]. Oxford 
World's Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Sidney, Philip (2008) The Old Arcadia [1985]. Oxford World's Classics. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. 

Bruce, Susan (2008) Ed. Three Early Modern Utopias: Thomas More: Utopia / 
Francis Bacon: New Atlantis / Henry Neville: The Isle of Pines [1999]. Oxford 
World’s Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Course Requirements:  
 
 Regular attendance (you may not miss class more than twice, doctor's 

certificate needed; please give advance notice by email at least two days before 
class).  

 Active in-class participation. 
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 One 5-minute oral report (OR). The oral report must be accompanied by a 
handout which contains the date of the presentation of the report, the name of 
the presenter (both in bold), the name of the seminar, and a list of the sources 
and literature used for the information presented. 

 Minutes of one session. 
 A fifteen-page seminar paper/term paper (roughly 6000 words) for (old and 

new) Staatsexamen candidates and a twenty-page seminar paper (roughly 
8000 words) for Master students. The word count is excluding title page, table 
of contents and Works Cited. A digital version of the paper has to be sent to my 
secretary. Please note that the paper needs to be handed in in PRINTED OUT 
FORM to my secretary or put into the departmental mailbox downstairs in KG 
IV.  

 See my homepage for the stylesheet. Please note that papers need to have 
wide margins, especially at the bottom, be double-spaced in Arial 12 point and 
use in-text citation (e.g.  Winter 1999: 33) with a Works Cited list at the end. Use 
the SEVENTH edition of the MLA Stylesheet as a model, i.e. the one that 
mentions the PLACE of publication as well as the publisher! (The eighth edition 
has a totally new stylesheet which has not yet become the norm with publishers 
and journals.) 

 
Deadline: 29.03.20201 The paper has to be formatted according to the 
departmental style sheet (see my homepage: www.anglistik.uni-
freiburg.de/abteilungen/literatur-kulturwissenschaft/lsfludernik/infosheets). 
In brief: all documentation in brackets in the text and full citation in the Works 
Cited list. Please leave ample margins to the right and at the bottom so that I 
can make comments when reading the paper. 

 
How to find the texts on ILIAS: 
 

1. Go to the homepage at https://ilias.uni-freiburg.de and login with your uni-
account (the username should consist of your initials and a number) 

2. At the top of the page, klick on the button that says 'Magazin' and choose 
'Magazin Einstiegsseite' 

3. Click on the folder 'Lehrveranstaltungen im WS 2018/19', then click on 
'Philologische Fakultät', then choose 'Englisches Seminar', then open the folder 
'Literaturwissenschaft'. 

4. Choose the type of class you are taking (Hauptseminare/Masterseminare).  
5. Next to the course that you want to join, you will find a button that says 

'Aktionen'. When you click on it, a drop-down-menu will open, choose the option 
'Beitreten'. 

6. Next you will be asked to enter a password. THE PASSWORD FOR THE 
COURSE IS Elizabethan Fiction 

7. Congratulations! You successfully joined the course and can now access all the 
material you need. 
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Preliminary Schedule 
 
 
Please note that this winter semester is much shorter than usual (13 weeks instead 
of 16) so that we have to start in the first week and also have to do 23 December, 
alas. 
 
OR …. Oral report 
 
04 November Session 1 
   General intro and Lodge, Rosalynde [xerox/scan] 

   OR: period terms (early modern, Renaissance,  
Elizabethan, Jacobean, Caroline) 

 
11 November Session 2 

Lodge, Rosalynde ctd. 
 
OR: Comparison Rosalynde and Shakespeare's As You Like It 

 
18 November Session 3 
   Deloney, Jack of Newbury 
 
 
25 November Session 4 
   Nashe, Unfortunate Traveller (I) 

   OR: the picaro, the picaresque novel 
 
02 December Session 5 
   Nashe, Unfortunate Traveller (II) 

 
09 December  Session 6 

Sidney, Old Arcadia (I)  

OR2: The various versions of the Arcadia    

 
16 December Session 7 
   Sidney, Old Arcadia (I)I  
    
   OR: early modern romances, definitions, authors, major works 
    
23 December Session 8 
   Sidney: Old Arcadia (III) 
 
 
 
Christmas break 
 
 



4 
 

13 January 2021 Session 9 
   Gascoigne, Master F.J. 
 
   OR: formal features of Master F.J. 
 
20 January   Session 10 

Deloney, The Gentle Craft Part I (xerox/scan) 

   OR: domestic drama, citizen comedy 
 
27 January   Session 11 
   Lily, Euphues 
 
   OR: Euphuism defined 
 
03 February  Session 12 
   Thomas More, Utopia 

   OR: early modern utopias 

 
10 February  Session 13 
   Bacon, New Atlantis and wrap-up 
 
 
 

 

Preliminary Bibliography 

 
Anthologies 
 
Aughterson, Kate (1998) Ed. The English Renaissance. An Anthology of Sources 

and Documents. London: Routledge.  
Bruce, Susan (2008) Ed. Three Early Modern Utopias: Thomas More: Utopia / 

Francis Bacon: New Atlantis / Henry Neville: The Isle of Pines [1999]. Oxford 
World’s Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

Routh, C. R. N. (1956) Ed. They Saw It Happen. An Anthology of Eye-Witness 
Accounts of Events in British History. Volume 2: 1485-1688. Oxford: Blackwell. 

Salzman, Paul (2008) Ed. An Anthology of Elizabethan Prose Fiction [1987]. Oxford 
World's Classics. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

BACON, Francis (1968) Francis Bacon’s Essays. Everyman’s Library. London: Dent. 
DELONEY, Thomas (1961) The Works. Ed. Merritt E. Lawlis. Indianapolis: Indiana 

Univ. Press. Reprint: Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1978. 
FOXE, John (1967) Fox’s Book of Martyrs. A History of the Lives, Sufferings and 

Triumphant Deaths of the Early Christian and Protestant Martyrs. Ed. William 
Byron Forbush. Grand Rapids, MI: Clarion. 

GASCOIGNE, George (1907) The pleasant Fable of Ferdinando Jeronimi and 
Leonora de Valasco. In: The Posies. Ed. John W. Cunliffe. Cambridge: 
Cambridge Univ. Press.  
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GREENE, Robert (1964) Pandosto. The Triumph of Time [1588] In The Life and 
Complete Works in Prose and Verse of Robert Greene. Ed. Alexander B. 
Grosart. Volume 4. 225-317. 

Greene, Robert (1964) Menaphon. In The Life and Complete Works in Prose and 
Verse of Robert Greene. Ed. Alexander B. Grosart. Volume 6. 1-146. 

HAKLUYT, Richard (1987) Voyages and Discoveries. Principall Navigations.... 
Penguin Classics. 

LODGE, Thomas. Rosalynd. Ed. Brian nellist. Ryburn Renaissance Texts and 
Studies. Keele, Staffordshire: Keele Univ. Press, 1995. 

MORE, Thomas (1910) The Utopia of Sir Thomas More. Ralph Robinson’s 
Translation with Roper’s Life of More and Some of his Letters. Ed. George 
Sampson. London: G. Bell & Sons.) 

MORE, Thomas (1987) Utopia. Penguin Classics. Harmondsworth: Penguin. 
NASHE, Thomas (1987) The Unfortunate Traveller and Other Works. Penguin 

Classics. 
SIDNEY, Sir Philip (1987) The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia. Penguin Classics. 

Harmondsworth: Penguin. 
Sidney, Sir Philip (1994) The Old Arcadia. The World’s Classics. Oxford: Oxford Univ. 

Press. 
 

CRITICISM AND BACKGROUND LITERATURE 
 
 
Language, Rhetoric, Humanism 
 
ADAMSON, Sylvia, Gavin ALEXANDER and Katrin ETTENHUBER (2007) Ed. 

Renaissance Figures of Speech. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
BARBER, Charles (1976) Early Modern English. London: André Deutsch. 
COCKCROFT, Robert (2003) Rhetorical Affect in Early Modern Writing. Renaissance 

Passions Reconsidered. Houndsmill, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan. 
CRYSTAL, David (2010) Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language. 

Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. 
FISCHER, Olga, et al. (2000) The Syntax of Early English. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 
GÖRLACH, Manfred (1991) Introduction to Early Modern English [1978]. Cambridge: 

Cambridge Univ. Press. 
HEBRON, Malcolm (2008) Key Concepts in Renaissance Literature. London: 

Palgrave. [brief definitions of key terms like “humanism” or “New Historicism”, 
etc.] 

KRAYE, Jill (1996) Ed. The Cambridge Companion to Renaissance Humanism. 
Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

LASS, Roger (1999) Ed. The Cambridge History of the English Language, Volume III: 
1476-1776.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

PINCOMBE, Mike (2001) Elizabethan Humanism. Literature and Learning in the later 
Sixteenth Century. Harlow: Pearson Education. 

ROBINSON, Ian (1998) The Establishment of Modern English Prose in the 
Reformation and the Enlightenment. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

RONBERG, Gert (1992) A Way with Words. The Language of English Renaissance 
Literature. London: Edward Arnold. 
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SCHELER, Manfred (1982) Shakespeares Englisch. Eine sprachwissenschaftliche 
Einführung. Grundlagen der Anglistik und Amerikanistik, 12. Berlin: Erich 
Schmidt. 

 
 
 
History/Politics/Religion 
 
ADAMSON, J. S. A. (1994) "Chivalry and Political Culture in Caroline England". In 

Sharpe/Lake: 161-97. 
BAKER, David J., and Willy MALEY (2002) Ed. British Identities and English 

Renaissance Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
COWARD, Barry (1994) The Stuart Age. England 1603-1714. Second Edition. 

London: Longman. 
CRYSTAL, David (2010) Begat: The King James Bible and the English Language. 

Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. 
DJORDJEVIC, Igor (2010) Holinshed’s Nation. Ideals, Memory, and Practical Policy 

in the Chronicles. Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate. 
ELTON, G. R. (1991) England Under the Tudors. Third Edition. London: Routledge. 
GUY, John (1988) Tudor England. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. 
HAIGH, Christopher (1984) Ed. The Reign of Elizabeth I. Basingstoke: Macmillan. 
Haigh, Christopher (1993) English Reformations. Religion, Politics, and Society under 

the Tudors. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
MALY, Willy (2010) “The English Renaissance, the British Problem, and the Early 

Modern Archipelago”. Critical Quarterly 52.4: 23-36. 
MALTBY, Judith (1998) Prayer Book and People in Elizabethan and Early Stuart 

England. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
MANLEY, L. (1986) Ed. London in the Age of Shakespeare: An Anthology. London: 

Croom Helm. 
NORTON, David (2011) The King James Bible. A Short History from Tyndale to 

Today. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press.  
PALLISER, D. M. (1992) The Age of Elizabeth. England under the later Tudors 1547-

1603. A Social and Economic History of England. Second Edition. London: 
Longman. 

PATTERSON, Annabel (1994) Reading Holinshed's Chronicles. Chicago: Univ. of 
Chicago Press. 

PETTEGREE, Andrew (2010) The Book in the Renaissance. New Haven, CT: Yale 
Univ. Press. [only interlibrary loan] 

PLOWDEN, Alison (1982) Elizabethan England: Life in an Age of Adventure. London: 
Reader’s Digest. 

SCHMIDT, Gabriela (2007). "Representing Martyrdom in Post-Reformation England". 
Representing Religious Pluralization in Early Modern Europe. Ed. Andreas 
Höfele et al. Berlin: LIT. 63-90. 

SHUGER, Debora Kuller (1994) The Renaissance Bible. Scholarship, Sacrifice and 
Subjectivity. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press. 

SINGMAN, Jeffrey L. (1995) Daily Life in Elizabethan England. Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press. 

WILSON, John Dover (1911) Ed. Life in Shakespeare’s England: A Book of 
Elizabethan Prose. London: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
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General Introductions to the Literature of the Age 
 
BRINK, Jean R., and William F. GENTRUP (1993) Eds. Renaissance Culture in 

Context. Theory and Practice. Aldershot, Hants: Scolar Press. 
BROTTON, Jerry (2006) The Renaissance. A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. [excellent] 
CAFERRO, William (2011) Contesting the Renaissance. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell. 
CHENEY, Patrick, Andrew HADFIELD, and Garrett A. SULLIVAN (2007) Ed. Early 

Modern English Poetry. A Critical Companion.  Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press. 
CHENEY, Patrick, and Anne Lake PRESCOTT (2000) Approaches to Teaching 

Shorter Elizabethan Poetry. New York: MLA. [superb] 
FELPERIN, Howard (1992) The Uses of the Canon. Elizabethan Literature and 

Contemporary Theory. Oxford Univ. Press. 
HADFIELD, Andrew (2001) The English Renaissance, 1500-1620. Blackwell Guides 

to Literature. London: Blackwell. [brief bios and summaries of works] 
HATTAWAY, Michael (2003) Ed. A Companion to English Renaissance Literature 

and Culture [2000]. Oxford: Blackwell. 
Hattaway, Michael (2005) Renaissance & Reformations: An Introduction to Early 

Modern English Literature. Oxford: Blackwell. 
KEENAN, Siobhan (2008) Renaissance Literature. Edinburgh: Edinburgh Univ. 

Press. [survey, no in-depth readings] 
KINNEY, Arthur F. (2000) Ed. The Cambridge Companion to English Literature 1500-

1600. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
KNAPP, Jeffrey (1992) An Empire Nowhere. England, America, and Literature from 

Utopia to The Tempest. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press. 
LEWIS, C. S. (1944) English Literature in the Sixteenth Century. Excluding Drama. 

The Oxford History of English Literature. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
LOEWENSTEIN, David, and Janel MUELLER (2002) Ed. The Cambridge History of 

Early Modern English Literature. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 
McCOY, Richard C. (1989) The Rites of Knighthood. The Literature and Politics of 

Elizabethan Chivalry. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press. 
PATTERSON, Lee (1990) Ed. Literary Practice and Social Change in Britain, 1380-

1530. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press.  
PECK, Linda Levy (1991) Ed. The Mental World of the Jacobean Court. Cambridge: 

Cambridge Univ. Press. 
Perry, Curtis (1997) The Making of Jacobean Culture. James I and the Renegotiation 

of Elizabethan Literary Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press.* 
RHODES, Neil (1997) Ed. English Renaissance Prose. History, Language, and 

Politics. Tempe, Arizona: Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies. [on 
religious prose] 

SHUGER, Debora Kuller (1990) Habits of Thought in the English Renaissance. 
Religion, Politics, and the Dominant Culture. Berkeley: Univ. of California 
Press. 

SUERBAUM, Ulrich (1989) Das elisabethanische Zeitalter. Stuttgart: Reclam. 
YATES, Frances A. (1975) Astraea. The Imperial Theme in the Sixteenth Century. 

London: Routledge & Kegan Paul. 
 

Englishness, Britishness, Nationalism 
 
Baker, David J. (1997) Between Nations. Shakespeare, Spenser, Marvell, and the 

Question of Britain. Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press.*  
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Helgerson, Richard (1992) Forms of Nationhood. The Elizabethan Writing of 
England. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press.  

Maley, Willy (2003) Nation, State and Empire in English Renaissance Literature: 
Shakespeare to Milton. London: Palgrave/Macmillan. [superb on Spenser and 
on Shakespeare and the Irish] 

 
 
Prose Fiction 
 
BARBOUR, Reid (1993) Deciphering Elizabethan Fiction. Newark: Univ. of Delaware 

Press/London: Associated Univ. Presses. 
Borris, Kenneth (2000) Allegory and Epic in English Renaissance Literature. Heroic 

form in Sidney, Spenser, and Milton. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press.* 
BAYER, Gerd (2016) Novel Horizons: The Genre Making of Restoration Fiction. 

Manchester: Manchester University Press. 
BAYER, Gerd, and Ebbe KLITGÅRD (2011) Eds. Narrative Developments from 

Chaucer to Defoe. London: Routledge. 
COOPER, Helen (1999) "Romance after 1400". The Cambridge History of Medieval 

English Literature. Ed. David Wallace. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
690-719. 

DAS, Nandini (2011) Renaissance Romance: The Transformation of English Prose 
Fiction, 1570 – 1620. Farnham, Surrey: Ashgate. 

DAVIS, Alex (2011) Renaissance Historical Fiction: Sidney, Deloney, Nashe. Studies 
in Renaissance Literature. Cambridge: D.S. Brewer. 

DAVIS, Lennard J. (1983) Factual Fictions. The Origins of the English Novel. New 
York, NY: Columbia University Press. 

DAVIS, Nick (1999) Stories of Chaos. Reason and its Displacement in Early Modern 
English Narrative. London: Ashgate. 

DAVIS, Walter R. (1969) Idea and Art in Elizabethan Fiction. Princeton: Princeton 
Univ. Press. 

DAY, Robert Adams (1966) Told in Letters: Epistolary Fiction Before Richardson. Ann 
Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. 

DELANY, Paul (1969) British Autobiography in the Seventeenth Century. London: 
Routledge & Kegan Paul. 

DOBRANSKI, Stephen B. (2005) Readership and Authors in Early Modern English. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

DUNN, Kevin (1994) Pretexts of Authority: The Rhetoric of Authorship in the 
Renaissance Preface. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press. 

ERMARTH, Elizabeth Deeds (1981) "Realism, Perspective, and the Novel". Critical 
Inquiry 7: 499-520.  

Ermarth, Elizabeth Deeds (1983) Realism and Consensus in the English Novel. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

FLUDERNIK, Monika (1995b) "Narrative Strategies in Early English Fiction: From 
Renaissance Prose to Aphra Behn". Narrative Strategies in Early English 
Fiction: Proceedings of the Conference, Salzburg September 1994. Ed. 
Wolfgang Görtschacher and Holger Klein. Lewiston, NY: The Edwin Mellen 
Press, 5-24. 

Fludernik, Monika (1996c) Towards a 'Natural' Narratology. London/New York, NY: 
Routledge. 

Fludernik, Monika (1996d) "Vorformen und Vorläufer des englischen Romans: Die 
Entstehung des Romans aus begriffsgeschichtlicher, ideologiekritischer und 
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erzähltheoretischer Sicht". Eine andere Geschichte der englischen Literatur. 
Epochen, Gattungen und Teilgebiete im Überblick. Ed. Ansgar Nünning. WVT-
Handbücher zum literaturwissenschaftlichen Studium, 2. Trier: 
Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, 61-76. 

Fludernik, Monika (2010a) "'Durch einen dunkel verzerrten Spiegel' (1 Kor. 13:12): Die 
Entstehung des Bewusstseins in der englischen Literatur, 1050-1500". In 
Haferland: 281-305. 

Fludernik, Monika (2010b) "Experience, Experientiality and Historical Narrative: A View 
from Narratology". Erfahrung und Geschichte: Historische Sinnbildung im 
Pränarrativen. Ed. Thiemo Breyer and Daniel Creutz. Narratologia 23. Berlin: 
De Gruyter. 40-72. 

Fludernik, Monika (2011a) "1050-1500: Through a Glass Darkly; or, The Emergence 
of Mind in Medieval Narrative". The Emergence of Mind: Representations of 
Consciousness in Narrative Discourse in English. Ed. David Herman. Lincoln, 
NE: University of Nebraska Press, 69-100. 

Fludernik, Monika (2011b) "The Representation of Mind from Chaucer to Aphra Behn". 
In Bayer and Klitgård: 40-59. 

Fludernik, Monika (2014) "Collective Minds in Fact and Fiction: Intermental Thought 
and Plural Consciousness in Early Modern Narrative." Poetics Today vol. 35.4: 
685-726. 

Fludernik, Monika (2019) Metaphors of Confinement: The Prison in Fact, Fiction and 
Fantasy. Law and Literature, 2. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

FLUDERNIK, Monika, and John DRAKAKIS (2014) Ed. Theoretical Approaches to the 
Early Modern: Beyond New Historicism? Special issue of Poetics Today 35.4 
(Winter 2014).   

FLUDERNIK, Monika, and Suzanne KEEN (2014a) Eds. Interior Spaces and Narrative 
Perspectives Before 1850. (Special issue of Style 48/4.) 

FOLEY, Barbara (1986) Telling the Truth. The Theory and Practice of Documentary 
Fiction. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 

GARDINER, Judith Kegan (1989) "The First English Novel: Aphra Behn's Love Letters, 
the Canon, and Women's Tastes". Tulsa Studies in Women's Literature 8: 201-
22.  

GLOMSKI, Jacqueline, and Isabelle MOREAU (2016) Eds. Seventeenth-Century 
Fiction: Text and Transmission. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

HADFIELD, Andrew (2013) The Oxford Handbook of English Prose. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 

HEISERMAN, Arthur (1977) The Novel Before the Novel. Essays and Discussions 
About the Beginnings of Prose Fiction in the West. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago 
Press. 

HELGERSON, Richard (1976) The Elizabethan Prodigals. Berkeley: Univ. of 
California Press. 

HUNTER, J. Paul (1990) Before Novels: The Cultural Contexts of Eighteenth-Century 
English Fiction. New York, NY/London: Norton. 

Jardine, Lisa (1996) Worldly Goods. London: Macmillan. * 
KINNEY, Arthur F. (1990) Eds. Rogues, Vagabonds and Sturdy Beggars. A New 

Gallery of Tudor and Early Stuart Rogue Literature. Amherst, MA: Univ. of 
Massachusetts Press. 

KITTAY, Jeffrey, and Wlad GODZICH (1987) The Emergence of Prose: An Essay in 
Prosaics. Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press. 
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KLEIN, Karl Ludwig (1969) Vorformen des Romans in der englischen erzählenden 
Prosa des 16. Jahrhunderts. Frankfurter Arbeiten aus dem Gebiete der 
Anglistik und der Amerika-Studien. Heidelberg: Carl Winter. 

LIEBLER, Naomi Conn (2007) Ed. Early Modern Prose Fiction: The Cultural Politics of 
Reading. London: Routledge. 

LÖSCHNIGG, Martin (2006) Die englische fiktionale Autobiographie: 
Erzähltheoretische Grundlagen und historische Prägnanzformen von den 
Anfängen bis zur Mitte des neunzehnten Jahrhunderts. Elch 21. Trier: 
Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier. 

MCKEON, Michael (1987) The Origins of the English Novel, 1600-1740. Baltimore, 
MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

MARGOLIES, David (1985) Novel and Society in Elizabethan England. London: 
Croom Helm.  

MASCUCH, Michael (1997) Origins of the Individualist Self: Autobiography and Self-
Identity in England, 1591-1791. Cambridge: Polity Press. 

MASLEN, R.W. (1997) Elizabethan Fictions. Espionage, Counter-Espionage, and the 
Duplicity of Fiction in Early Elizabethan Prose Narratives. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press. [excellent on Nashe, Sidney, Gascoigne etc.] 

Maslen, R. W. (2004) "The Image of Idleness in the Reign of Elizabeth I". English 
Language Notes 41.3: 11-23. [on influence of this text on later texts] 

MAYER, Robert (1997) History and the Early English Novel. Matters of Fact from 
Bacon to Defoe. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. [Chapter 7 on Nashe 
and Deloney] 

MEHL, Dieter (1977) Der englische Roman bis zum Ende des 18. Jahrhunderts. 
Studienreihe Englisch, 28. Düsseldorf: Bagel. 

ORGIS, Rahel (2011) "Telling Tales: The Artistry of Lady Mary Wroth's Urania". In 
Bayer and Klitgård: 116-135. 

Orgis, Rahel (2017) Narrative Structure and Reader Formation in Lady Wroth's Urania. 
London: Routledge. 

PAIGE, Nicholas D. (2011) Before Fiction: The Ancien Régime of the Novel. 
Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

QUINT, David (1993) Epic and Empire: Politics and Generic Form from Virgil to Milton. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

RELIHAN, Constance C. (1994) Fashioning Authority: The Development of 
Elizabethan Novelistic Discourse. Kent, OH: The Kent State University Press. 

Relihan, Constance C. (1996) Ed. Framing Elizabethan Fictions. Contemporary 
Approaches to Early Modern Narrative Prose. Kent, OH: Kent State Univ. 
Press. [excellent articles on Pandosto and other texts] 

RICHETTI, John J. (1992) Popular Fiction Before Richardson. Narrative Patterns 
1700-1739 [1969]. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

ROBINSON, Ian (1998) The Establishment of Modern English Prose in the 
Reformation and the Enlightenment. Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

SALZMANN, Paul (1985) English Prose Fiction, 1558-1700: A Critical History. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

Salzmann, Paul (2010) Ed. Expanding the Canon of Early Modern Women's Writing. 
Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars. 

SCHLAUCH, Margaret (1963) Antecedents of the English Novel, 1400-1600. London, 
1963. 

SCHMIDT, Gary A. (2013) Renaissance Hybrids: Culture and Genre in Early Modern 
England. Farnham: Ashgate. 
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SEELIG, Sharon Cadman (1996) Generating Texts: The Progeny of Seventeenth-
Century Prose. Charlottesville, VA: University Press of Virginia. 

Seelig, Sharon Cadman (2006) Autobiography and Gender in Early Modern Literature: 
Reading Women's Lives, 1600-1680. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

STARKE, Sue P. (2007) The Heroines of English Pastoral Romance. London: D. S. 
Brewer. 

WHEALE, Nigel (1999) Writing and Society: Literacy, Print and Politics in Britain, 
1590-1660. London: Routledge. 

WILSON, Katharine (2006) Fictions of Authorship in Late Elizabethan Narratives: 
Euphues in Arcadia. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

WOOD, David Houston (2009) Time, Narrative, and Emotion in Early Modern England. 
Farnham: Ashgate. 

ZURCHER, Amelia A. (2007) Seventeenth-Century English Romance. New York: 
Palgrave Macmillan. 

 
 
New Historicism – Literary Theory of the Early Modern Period 
 
ADAMSON, Sylvia (2010) "Questions of Identity in Renaissance Drama: New 

Historicism Meets Old Philology". Shakespeare Quarterly 61.1: 56-77. 
BANN, Stephen (1989) “The Sense of the Past: Image, Text, and Object in the 

Formation of Historical Consciousness in Nineteenth-Century Britain.” In 
Veeser: 102-15. 

BARKER, Francis (1984) The Tremulous Private Body: Essays on Subjection. 
London: Methuen.  

BELSEY, Catherine (2010) “Historicizing New Historicism”. Presentist Shakespeares. 
Ed. Hugh Grady and Terence Hawkes. London: Routledge. 27-45. 

Belsey, Catherine (2010) "The Poverty of (New) Historicism". Literature as History. 
Essays in Honour of Peter Widdowson. Ed. Simon Barker and Jo Gill. London: 
Continuum. 7-17. 

CEFALU, Paul, and Bryan REYNOLDS (2011) Ed. The Return of Theory in Early 
Modern English Studies Tarrying with the Subjunctive. London: Palgrave-
Macmillan.  

COX, Jeffrey N., and Larry J. REYNOLDS (1993) Eds. New Historical Literary Study. 
Essays on Reproducing Texts, Representing History. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
Univ. Press. 

Colebrook, Claire (1997) New Literary Histories. New Historicism and Contemporary 
Criticism. Manchester: Manchester Univ. Press. 

CREWE, Jonathan (1992) Ed. Reconfiguring the Renaissance: Essays in Critical 
Materialism. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell Univ. Press/London: Associated Univ. 
Presses. 

DUBROW, Heather, and Richard STRIER (1988) Eds. The Historical Renaissance. 
New Essays on Tudor and Stuart Literature and Culture. Chicago: Univ. of 
Chicago Press. 

Felperin, Howard (1990) "'Cultural Poetics' versus 'Cultural Materialism': The Two 
New Historicisms in Renaissance Studies". The Uses of the Canon. 
Elizabethan Literature and Contemporary Theory. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
142-69. [superb; on New Historicism, mostly Greenblatt vs. Cultural 
Materialism, Baker and Belsey] 

FINEMAN, Joel (1986) Shakespeare’s Perjured Eye. The Invention of Poetic 
Subjectivity in the Sonnets. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press. 



12 
 

Fineman, Joel (1989) "The History of the Anecdote: Fiction and Fiction," in Veeser: 49-
76. 

Fineman, Joel (1991) The Subjectivity Effect in Western Literary Tradition. Essays 
Toward the Release of Shakespeare’s Will. An October Book. Cambridge, MA: 
MIT Press. 

Fish, Stanley (1989) “Commentary: The Young and the Restless.” In Veeser: 303-16. 
Fumerton, Patricia (1988) "'Secret' Arts: Elizabethan Miniatures and Sonnets". In 

Greenblatt (1988b): 65-92. 
Fumerton, Patricia (1991) Cultural Aesthetics: Renaissance Literature and the Practice 

of Social Ornament. Chicago: Chicago Univ. Press. 
Fumerton, Patricia, and Simon Hunt (1999) Ed. Renaissance Culture and the 

Everyday. Philadelphia: Univ. of Pennsylvania Press. 
Gallagher, Catherine, and Stephen Greenblatt (2000) “Introduction.” Practicing New 

Historicism. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press. 1-19. 
GRADY, Hugh, and Terence HAWKES (2006) Ed. Presentist Shakespeares. London: 

Routledge. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1980) Renaissance Self-Refashioning. From More to 

Shakespeare. Univ. of Chicago Press. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1988a) "Murdering Peasants: Status, Genre, and the 

Representation of Rebellion." In Greenblatt (1988c): 1-29. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1988b) Ed. Representing the English Renaissance. Berkeley: 

Univ. of California Press. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1988c) Shakespearian Negotiations. Berkeley: Univ. of 

California Press. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1989) "Towards a Poetics of Culture," in Veeser: 1-14. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (1990) Learning to Curse. Essays in Early Modern Culture. 

London: Routledge. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (2000a) "Counterhistory and the Anecdote," in 

Gallagher/Greenblatt: 49-74. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (2000b) "The Touch of the Real," in Gallagher/Greenblatt: 20-

48. 
Greenblatt, Stephen (2011) The Swerve: How the World Became Modern. New York: 

Norton. 
Greenblatt, Stephen, and Giles Gunn (1992) Eds. Redrawing the Boundaries. The 

Transformation of English and American Literary Studies. New York: Modern 
Language Association. 

HANSON, Elizabeth (1998) Discovering the Subject in Renaissance England. 
Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press. 

HAWKES, Terence (1986) "Playhouse – Workhouse". That Shakespeherian Rag. 
Essays on a Critical Process. London: Methuen. 1-26. 

Hawkes, Terence (1992) "Shakespeare and the General Strike". Meaning by 
Shakespeare. London: Routledge. 42-60. 

HÖFELE, Andreas (2011) Stage, Stake, and Scaffold. Humans and Animals in 
Shakespeare's Theatre. Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press.  

HUNT, Simon (1999) "'Leaving out the Insurrection': Carnival Rebellion, English 
History Plays, and a Hermeneutics of Advocacy". Renaissance Culture and the 
Everyday. Ed. Patricia Fumerton and Simon Hunt. Philadelphia: Univ. of 
Pennsylvania Press. 299-314. 

Kamp, Ivo (1991) Ed. Shakespeare Left and Right. New York: Routledge. [response to 
1989 session at MLA in which Levin and feminists battled against each other] 

KASTAN, David Scott (1999) Shakespeare after Theory. London: Routledge. 



13 
 

KINNEY, Arthur F., and Dan S. COLLINS (1987) Eds. Renaissance Historicism. 
Selections from English Literary Renaissance. Amherst: Univ. of 
Massachusetts Press. 

LEVIN, Richard (1990) "Unthinkable Thoughts in the New Historicizing of English 
Renaissance Drama". New Literary History 21.3: 433-47. [acerbic but humorous 
detraction] 

MAUS, Katharine Eisaman (1995) Inwardness and Theater in the English 
Renaissance. Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press. [superb] 

Montrose, Louis A. (1979) "'The perfecte paterne of a Poete': The Poetics of 
Courtship in The Shepheardes Calendar". Texas Studies in Literature and 
Language 21: 34-67. [excellent] 

Montrose, Louis A. (1980) "Eliza, Queene of Shepheardes' and the Pastoral of 
Power". English Literary Renaissance 10: 153-82. 

Montrose, Louis A.  (1983) "Of Gentlemen and Shepherds: The Politics of 
Elizabethan Pastoral Form". English Literary History 50.3: 415-59. 

Montrose, Louis A. (1989) “Professing the Renaissance: The Poetics and Politics of 
Culture.” In Veeser: 15-36. 

Montrose, Louis A. (1992) "New Historicisms," in Greenblatt/Gunn: 392-418. 
Norbrook, David (1994) "Rhetoric, Ideology and the Elizabethan World Picture". 

Renaissance Rhetoric. Ed. Peter Mack. Basingstoke, Hants.: Macmillan/St. 
Martin's Press. 140-64.  [excellent] 

PARKER, Patricia, and David QUINT (1986) Eds. Literary Theory/Renaissance 
Texts. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press. 

PATTERSON, Annabel (1993) Reading Between the Lines [1992]. London: 
Routledge. 

Patterson, Annabel (1997) "Foul, his Wife, the Mayor, and Foul's Mare: The Power of 
Anecdote in Tudor Historiography," in The Historical Imagination in Early 
Modern Britain: History, Rhetoric, and Fiction, 1500-1800. Ed. Donald R. 
Kelley and David Harris Sacks. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 159-
78.  [superb] 

Pease, Donald (1991) “Toward a Sociology of Literary Knowledge. Greenblatt, 
Colonialism, and the New Historicism.” Consequences of Theory. Selected 
Papers from the English Institute, 1987-88. NS 14. Ed. Jonathan Arac and 
Barbara Johnson. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press. 108-53.  [superb; but 
too long to discuss in class] 

Pechter, Edward (1991) “Against ‘Ideology.’” Shakespeare Left and Right. Ed. Ivo 
Kamps. New York: Routledge. 79-97. [good; part of a response to Levin] 

PIETERS, Jürgen (1999) Ed. Critical Self-Fashioning. Stephen Greenblatt and the 
New Historicism. Frankfurt: Lang.  

Porter, Carolyn (1990) "History and Literature: 'After the New Historicism'". New 
Literary History 21.2: 253-72. 

Reichardt, Ulfried (1991) "Poststrukturalismus und der New Historicism: 
Geschichte(n) und Pluralität". AAA 16: 205-23. 

Sinfield, Alan (1992) Faultlines. Cultural Materialism and the Politics of Dissident 
Reading. Berkeley: Univ. of California Press. 

SUMMERS, Claude J., and Ted-Larry PEBWORTH (1993) Eds. Renaissance 
Discourses of Desire. Columbia: Univ. of Missouri Press. 

THOMAS, Brooks (1991) The New Historicism and Other Old-Fashioned Topics. 
Princeton, NJ: Princeton Univ. Press. 

Thomas, Brook (1991) “Stephen Greenblatt and the Limits of Mimesis for Historical 
Criticism”. In Thomas (1991): 179-218. 



14 
 

VEESER, H. Aram. The New Historicism. London: Routledge, 1989. 
Veeser, H. Aram (1994) Ed. The New Historicism. Reader. London: Routledge. 
WEIMANN, Robert (1996) Authority and Representation in Early Modern Discourse. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press.* 
Wilson, Richard, and Richard Dutton (1992) Ed. New Historicism and the Renaissance. 

London: Longman. 
Worthen, W.B. (1996) “Invisible Bullets, Violet Beards: Reading Actors Reading.” 

Textual and Theatrical Shakespeare. Questions of Evidence. Ed. Edward 
Pechter. 210-29. [not as relevant for New Historicism as title leads one to 
believe, but quite good] 

Yates, Julian (2003) Error Misuse Failure. Object Lessons from the English 
Renaissance. Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press. [bad] 

 

Individual Authors 

More 

Ackroyd, Roger (1998) The Life of Thomas More. London: Chatto & Windus. 
Crewe, Jonathan (1990) Trials of Authorship. Anterior Forms and Poetic 

Reconstruction from Wyatt to Shakespeare. Berkeley: Univ. of California 
Press.  [chapter on Utopia] 

Guy, John (2000) Thomas More. Reputations. London: Arnold. 
Helgerson, Richard (1982) “Inventing Noplace, or the Power of Negative Thinking.” 

The Power of Forms in the English Renaissance. Ed. Stephen Greenblatt. 
Norman, OK: Pilgrim Books. 101-22. [superb] 

Herman, Peter C. (1997) “Henrician Historiography and the Voice of the People: The 
Cases of More and Hall.” TSLL 39: 259-83. [excellent] 

Marius, Richard (1984) Thomas More. A Biography. London: Dent. 
Martz, Louis L. (1990) Thomas More. the Search for the Inner Man. New Haven, CT: 

Yale Univ. Press. 
Müller, Wolfgang G. (2001) “Thomas More’s Utopia and the Rhetorical Figure of 

Exemplum.” Renaissance Humanism * Modern Humanism(s). Festschrift for 
Claus Uhlig. Ed. Walter Göbel and Bianca Ross. Heidelberg: Winter. 99-113. 

Norbrook, David (2002) "The Utopia and Radical Humanism". Poetry and Politics in 
the English Renaissance [1984]. Second revised edition. Oxford: Oxford Univ. 
Press. 16-27. 

Sylvester, R.S., and G.P.Marc’hadour (1977) Ed. Essential Articles for the Study of 
Thomas More. Hamden, CT: Archon Books. 

Wegener, Gerard B., and Stephen W. Smith (2004) Ed. A Thomas More Sourcebook. 
Washington, DC: The Catholic University of America Press. 

 
 
Nashe 
CREWE, Jonathan V. (1982) Unredeemed Rhetoric: Thomas Nashe and the Scandal 

of Authorship. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press. 
HUTSON, Lorna (1989) Thomas Nashe in Context. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 
WEIMANN, Robert (1984) "Fabula and Historia: The Crisis of the 'Universall 

Consideration' in The Unfortunate Traveller". Representations 8: 14-29. 
 
Sidney 



15 
 

BERRY, Edward (1998) The Making of Sir Philip Sidney. Toronto: Univ. of Toronto 
Press. 

DUNCAN-JONES, Katherine (1991) Sir Philip Sidney. Courtier Poet. London: Hamish 
Hamilton. 

GOUWS, John (1990) “The Nineteenth-Century Development of the Sidney Legend.” 
Sir Philip Sidney’s Achievements. Ed. M.J.B. Allen et al. New York: AMS 
Press. 251-60. 

KAY, Dennis (1987) Ed. Sir Philip Sidney. An Anthology of Modern Criticism. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press. 

KLEIN, Lisa M. (1998) The Exemplary Sidney and the Elizabethan Sonneteer. 
Newark: Univ. of Delaware Press. 

KINNEY, Arthur F. (1986) Essential Articles for the Study of Sir Philip Sidney. 
Hamden, CT: Archon. 

McCOY, Richard C. (1979) Sir Philip Sidney. Rebellion in Arcadia. London: Harvester 
Press. 

McCANLES, Michael (1989) The Text of Sidney’s Arcadian World. Durham, NC: 
Duke Univ. Press. 

MASLEN, R.W. (1997) Elizabethan Fictions. Espionage, Counter-Espionage, and the 
Duplicity of Fiction in Early Elizabethan Prose Narratives. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press. [excellent on Nashe, Sidney, Gascoigne etc.] 

NORBROOK, David (2002) "Sidney and Political Pastoral". Poetry and Politics in the 
English Renaissance [1984]. Second revised edition. Oxford: Oxford Univ. 
Press. 82-96. 

STEWART, Alan (2000) Philip Sidney: A Double Life. London: Chatto & Windus.* 

STILLMAN, Robert E. (1986) Sidney’s Poetic Justice. The Old Arcadia, Its Eclogues, 
and Renaissance Pastoral Traditions. Lewisburg, PA: Bucknell Univ. 
Press/London: Associated Univ. Presses. 

WALLER, Gary (1993) The Sidney Family Romance. Mary Wroth, William Herbert, 
and the Early Modern Construction of Gender. Detroit: Wayne State Univ. 
Press. 

Weimann, Robert (1996) Authority and Representation in Early Modern Discourse. 
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press.* 

 
 

 

Read, but not found very interesting 
 
Allen, M. J. B., Dominic Baker-Smith, and Arthur F. Kinney (1990) Ed. Sir Philip 

Sidney's Achievements. New York: AMS. 
Enterline, Lynn (1995) The Tears of Narcissus. Melancholia and Masculinity in Early 

Modern Writing. Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press. [skimmed intro, not what I 
needed] 

Fowler, Elizabeth, and Roland Greene (1997) Ed. The project of prose in early 
modern Europe and the New World. Cambridge UP. [odd topics for the 
essays] 


